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SELECTMEN'S HEARING ROOM 
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• Nancy A. Daly 

• Benjamin J. Franco 

• Nancy S. Heller 

• Bernard W. Greene  

• Melvin A. Kleckner – 

Town Administrator 

 

 

1.  OPEN SESSION 

 

  6:30 P.M. Question of whether the Board of Selectmen shall enter 

into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing 

litigation strategies in the matter of Prentice Pilot and 

Estifanos Zerai-Misgun v. the Town of Brookline et, al. 

 

2.  PROPOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION 

LITIGATION 

 

   For the purpose of discussing litigation strategies in the 

matter of Prentice Pilot and Estifanos Zerai-Misgun v. the 

Town of Brookline et, al. 

 

3.  ANNOUNCEMENTS/UPDATES 

 

  7:00 

P.M.. 

Selectmen to announce recent and/or upcoming Events of 

Community Interest. 

 

4.  PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

   Public Comment period for citizens who requested to speak 

to the Board regarding Town issues not on the Calendar. 
Up to fifteen minutes for public comment on matters not appearing on this Calendar shall be 

scheduled each meeting.  Persons wishing to speak may sign up in advance beginning on the 

Friday preceding the meeting or may sign up in person at the meeting. Speakers will be taken up 

in the order they sign up.  Advance registration is available by calling the Selectmen’s office at 

617-730-2211 or by e-mail at sorsini@brooklinema.gov. The full Policy on Public Comment is 

available at http://www.brooklinema.gov/376/Meeting-Policies 

 

5.  MISCELLANEOUS 

 



SELECTMEN-CALENDAR -2- TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2017 

 

 

Approval of miscellaneous items,  licenses, vouchers, and contracts. 

 

 A.  Question of approving the minutes of February 7, 2017. 

 B.  Question of granting a Temporary Wine and Malt 

Alcoholic Beverages Sales License to Olive Connection for 

a Cooking Class being held from 6pm-8pm on Thursday, 

March 9, 2017 at 1426 Beacon Street. 

 

6.  CALENDAR 

 

   Review and potential vote on Calendar Items 

 

7.  NATIONAL GRID GAS LINE LEAK PILOT 

 

   Question of approval of participation of pilot program 

conducted by National Grid to test and correct certain gas 

line leaks in the public way. 

 

8.  CLIMATE ACTION WEEK 

 

   Members of the Climate Action Brookline will appear to 

present information about Brookline Climate Week which 

will take place from March 27-April 2, 2017. 

 

9.  NOISE BY-LAW WAIVER 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

  7:30 P.M. Public Hearing on the request of National Grid for a 

Waiver of the Noise By-Law in connection with a 

Reliability Project of the company’s gas infrastructure on 

Beacon Street. 

 

10.  BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS - INTERVIEWS 

 

   The following candidates for appointment/reappointment 

to Boards and Commissions will appear for interview: 

 

Solid Waste Advisory Committee 

Mary Litterst 

John Shreffler 

 

11.  ANNUAL TOWN ELECTION 

 

   Question of authorizing the appearance of certain offices 

on the May 2, 2017 Annual Town Election Ballot. 

 

12.  FY2018 FINANCIAL PLAN 



SELECTMEN-CALENDAR -3- TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2017 

 

 

 

   Town Administrator Melvin A. Kleckner and Deputy 

Town Administrator Melissa Goff will present the FY2018 

Financial Plan. 

 

13.  BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS - APPOINTMENTS 

 

   Question of making an appointment to the Planning Board. 

 

 

 
The Town of Brookline does not discriminate on the basis of disability in admission to, access to, or 

operations of its programs, services or activities.  Individuals who need auxiliary aids for effective 

communication in programs and services of the Town of Brookline are invited to make their needs 

known to Lloyd Gellineau, Town of Brookline, 11 Pierce Street, Brookline, MA  02445.  Telephone 

(617) 730-2328; TDD (617) 730-2327; or e-mail at Lgellineau@brooklinema.gov 



 



   

 

 

 
 

MINUTES 
 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
 

IN BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2017 

6th FLOOR HEARING ROOM 

 

 Present: Selectman Neil Wishinsky, Selectman Nancy Daly 
Selectman Benjamin J. Franco, Selectman Nancy S. 
Heller, Selectman Bernard W. Greene 

   
 
OPEN SESSION 
 

Question of whether the Board of Selectmen shall enter into Executive Session for the 
purpose of discussing strategy with respect to litigation in the matter of Churchill Paes 
v. the Town of Brookline, et al. 
 
In Open Session- the Chair must state the purpose for Executive Session, stating all subjects that 
may be revealed without compromising the purpose for which the Executive Session was called. 
 
The Chair then stated the reason(s) for the Executive Session:  
 
To discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining or litigation if an open meeting may 
have a detrimental effect on the bargaining or litigating position of the public body, and the 
chair so declares. G.L. c. 30A, §§ 21(a)(3)  
 
The Board of Selectmen, during a properly constituted and noticed meeting: 
 VOTED: to go into Executive Session 
 Roll Call Vote: Voting in the Affirmative:  
     Wishinsky, Daly, Franco, Heller, Greene 
                        

 The Board will reconvene in Open Session.        
   

PROPOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION 
LITIGATION 
 
For the purpose of discussing strategy with respect to litigation in the matter of Dawn 
Churchill Paes v. the Town of Brookline, et al, MCAD Docket No. 13BEM00204, and 
related matters. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS/UPDATES 
 
Selectmen to announce recent and/or upcoming Events of Community Interest. 

 
The PAYT program is starting its public announcements starting with cart size selection. 

The Pan Asian Lunar New Year's celebration was another great and successful 
event. Selectman Daly acknowledged the efforts of Chris Chanyasulkit of the Diversity, 
Inclusion and Community Relations Department; she really brought the event to life  

The Senior Tax Committee has convened. 

Selectman Greene announced that he attended Frank Farlow's memorial service and quoted 
a passage Frank’s son gave, it was both moving and fitting in remembering Mr. Farlow, an 
active Brookline citizen.  

Town Administrator Kleckner is in Washington D.C. attending a conference relating to 
local government. 

  
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Public Comment period for citizens who requested to speak to the Board regarding 
Town issues not on the Calendar. 
Up to fifteen minutes for public comment on matters not appearing on this Calendar shall be scheduled each meeting.  Persons wishing to 
speak may sign up in advance beginning on the Friday preceding the meeting or may sign up in person at the meeting. Speakers will be 
taken up in the order they sign up.  Advance registration is available by calling the Selectmen’s office at 617-730-2211 or by e-mail at 
sorsini@brooklinema.gov. The full Policy on Public Comment is available at http://www.brooklinema.gov/376/Meeting-Policies 

 
Ray Schwartz, Babcock St.  Spoke about the Transportation Board’s reaction to the 
Babcock Street bicycle lane project. He noted lack of minutes and open meeting law 
offenses. He also spoke about improper signage on Babcock Street that has not been 
rectified. 

Chairman Wishinsky said that he observed a recent Transportation Board meeting and 
noted that public comment was solicited and encouraged. 

 
MISCELLANEOUS 
 
Approval of miscellaneous items, licenses, vouchers, and contracts. 

 
Question of approving the minutes of January 31, 2017. 
 
The minutes of January 31, 2017 were approved as amended. 
 
Aye: Neil Wishinsky, Nancy Daly, Benjamin J. Franco, Nancy Heller, Bernard Greene 
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CALENDAR 
 
Review and potential vote on Calendar Items 

 
INTERIM HEALTH DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR 
 
Question of appointing Pat Maloney (Director of Environmental Health) as Acting 
Director of the Health Department effective Tuesday, February 7, 2017. 

 
Deputy Town Administrator Melissa Goff stated that the Town Administrator’s memo 
indicates that the screening panel has identified candidates that are being evaluated. 
They are close to a recommendation. 

Selectman Greene asked about the screening panel and if there are any Asian members 
to reflect a large part of our community. He also addressed capturing a diverse 
applicant pool. 

Director of Human Resources Sandra DeBow replied that there is not an Asian panel 
member, but the panel is very diverse and includes members of the community. She 
added that they received resumes from a very broad candidate pool. 

On motion it was, 

Voted to appoint Pat Maloney (Director of Environmental Health) as Acting Director 
of the Health Department effective Tuesday, February 7, 2017. 

Aye: Neil Wishinsky, Nancy Daly, Benjamin J. Franco, Nancy Heller, Bernard Greene 
 
 

RECREATION DEPARTMENT – PERSONNEL 
 
Question of authorizing the filling of the Assistant Recreation Director (T-10) vacancy 
in the Recreation Department. 
 
Deputy Town Administrator Melissa Goff stated that Melissa Battite has left her position to 
become the Recreation Director in the Town of Lexington, and that Recreation Director 
Lisa Paradis is anxious to start the hiring process.  
 
Selectman Daly noted that Ms. Battite has worked here for many years, and this is a great 
opportunity for her. 
 
On motion it was, 
 
Voted to authorize the filling of the Assistant Recreation Director (T-10) vacancy in the 
Recreation Department. 
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Aye: Neil Wishinsky, Nancy Daly, Benjamin J. Franco, Nancy Heller, Bernard Greene 
 

 
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS – INTERVIEWS - CANCELLED 
 
The following candidates for appointment/reappointment to Boards and Commissions 
will appear for interview: 
                

Transportation Board 
Pam Zelnick 

 
This agenda item was cancelled. 
 

REMOVAL OF PUBLIC SHADE TREE 
 
Question of granting a permit to Jewish Community Housing for the Elderly (JCHE) for 
the removal of a public shade tree located at 12 Williams Street. 
 
Selectman Daly stated that she understands this request stems from neighbors wanting 
to remove the tree in order to replace the current driveway. 

Attorney Jennifer Gilbert representing JCHE stated that the abutters of the condo 
building requested a public hearing before the Town’s Tree Warden. She explained the 
process under Chapter 87 where if there is one written objection to the removal of a 
public tree, a hearing is required. There were two objections, and one was withdrawn. 

Brookline Tree Warden, Tom Brady reviewed the conditions under Chapter 87 where 
the Board of Selectmen is required to make a decision on the public shade tree removal 
if there was an objection submitted. 

Mr. Brady reviewed the condition of the tree in question which he feels has a life span 
of 5-7 years, depending on weather conditions etc. The prognosis for this tree is poor 
and he supports removing it and replacing it with 6 additional trees in that area. He also 
added that the new sidewalks going in will be better for the trees in this location due to 
the materials being used. 

Joe Geller, Landscape Architect for JCHE described the design plans for the plantings 
around the building. He noted that the tree will be removed in efforts to move the 
driveway so there will no longer be a shared access with the abutters; this will actually 
provide a larger circulation area for vehicles, and improve some parking issues.  

Chairman Wishinsky asked if there were any comments from the public; there were 
none. 

The Board acknowledged that the tree is in poor health, and there will be a significant 
amount of new plantings, the cost of the removal will be on JCHE, plus the improved 
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root conditions related to the new sidewalks. 

On motion it was, 

Voted to grant a permit to Jewish Community Housing for the Elderly (JCHE) for the 
removal of a public shade tree located at 12 Williams Street. 

Aye: Neil Wishinsky, Nancy Daly, Benjamin J. Franco, Nancy Heller, Bernard Greene 
 
 

NETA RMD LICENSE – AMENDMENT TO CONDITIONS 
 
Question of approving an additional condition on the New England Treatment Access, 
Inc. d/b/a NETA, Registered Marijuana Dispensary (RMD) License. 
 
First Assistant Town Counsel Patty Correa stated that this is a request from the Police 
Department to make an informal process formal. The current practice is when NETA request 
approval of a Security Manager is vetted through the Police Department. This new condition 
makes that part of the formal process and is now conditioned in their license. She added that 
NETA supports this condition.  

Selectman Heller asked if there will be any changes to this Board’s approval process with 
directors, managers and assistant managers. 

Ms. Correa replied no, that process remains as is. 

On motion it was, 

Voted to approve an additional condition on the New England Treatment Access, Inc. d/b/a 
NETA, Registered Marijuana Dispensary (RMD) License. 

Aye: Neil Wishinsky, Nancy Daly, Benjamin J. Franco, Nancy Heller, Bernard Greene 
 
 

EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY POLICY 
 
Sandra DeBow (Human Resources Director), Lloyd Gellineau (Chief Diversity Officer), and 
Kelly Race (Chair, Commission for Diversity, Inclusion and Community Relations) will 
appear to present and seek the Board of Selectmen’s adoption of the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Policy. 
 
Human Resources Director Sandra DeBow introduced Kelly Race, Chair of the Diversity, 
Inclusion and Community Relations Committee, and she reviewed the proposed policy. It was 
noted that there is no current policy and this has been in the making for some time now. 
 
Selectman Franco asked about the training process, and why the focus is on managers and 
Department heads, and not all employees. Ms. Race replied that it is the manager’s 
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responsibility to implement town policies, and they did not want to make it a mandatory 
requirement for all staff and have implications if they did not attend.    
 
Selectman Daly noted that this policy relates to the hiring process which managers participate 
in. 
 
Ms. Race added that there could be some form of informal training that employees could take. 
 
Selectman Franco asked about next steps relating to recruiting and implementing efforts to 
hire a diverse work force. Ms. Race said they have implemented tracking systems and data 
review strategies. 
 
Selectman Greene addressed the resources to implement these data review and tracking 
systems. Many times the data is there but not the resources to compile it. He said this is 
something to think about. 
 
Selectman Heller thanked everyone who worked on this comprehensive policy. 
 
Selectman Greene added that the Diversity, Inclusion and Community Development 
Committee worked really hard on this policy and thanked them. 
 
On motion it was, 
 
 Voted to adopt the Equal Employment Opportunity Policy as presented. 
 
 Aye: Neil Wishinsky, Nancy Daly, Benjamin J. Franco, Nancy Heller, Bernard Greene 
 
 
SOCIAL MEDIA POLICY 
 
Sandra DeBow, Human Resources Director, will appear to present and seek the Board 
of Selectmen’s adoption of the Social Media Policy. 
 
Director of Human Resources Sandra DeBow stated that this issue continues to change 
frequently. The rules in general are simple; be respectful, abide by the open meeting 
laws, and use caution when representing the Town on social media. 

Assistant Human Resources Director Leslea Noble added that an important part in 
drafting the policy was to look at the various social media sites and how the Town is 
being represented, what is working well, and what is not, and how to centralize all the 
accounts. They realized that social media is an important way to communicate with the 
residents, but is not the only way. They also reviewed whether or not every department 
needs its own social media page, and perhaps they could all be combined. 

Chairman Wishinsky stated that he likes the structured way of thinking but questioned 
the process for someone wanting to open a social media account on behalf of the 
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Town.  

Ms. Noble replied that the request would be reviewed by the Social Media Action Plan 
Committee (SMAP) with the appropriate Department Head. 

Selectman Daly spoke about the section that addresses errors posted that need to be 
corrected, and how they are to remain on the media site striking through the error. Her 
concern is if something that may be interpreted as offensive to another be taken down 
at once. 

Ms. Noble noted that transparency and open meeting laws come into play; if something 
is inappropriate we have the  ability to take it down, and noted that the sites do not 
allow comments to come through so if it is coming from the outside that is not an issue. 

Ms. DeBow added that as a public document it has to be preserved; obviously if it is 
offensive to anyone it would be rectified. 

Chairman Wishinsky also noted that the appearance of several revisions to language on 
a social site could be confusing and messy in appearance.  

Selectman Heller said that the School Department has several media sites and asked if 
they were helpful in crafting this policy. 

Ms. Noble replied there was a lot of collaboration going on and some policies will be 
Town/ School combined and the School Department will be putting together their own 
policy. 

Selectman Daly noted cell phone use and feels that employees should not be using their 
cell phones for outside social media use during working hours. 

Ms. DeBow replied that is difficult to monitor, there may be instances where a parent 
needs to check in with schools, and children during the day using social media. 

Selectman Greene commented on home use and if an employee is engaged in bad 
behavior online, how would that be handled.  

Ms. DeBow replied they will not infringe on freedom of speech or expression related to 
someone’s personal home use; this would require further review should it come up; if 
the Town is referenced somehow on their social page that would be easier to address. 
To address the cell phone use, under no circumstance should personal use of cell 
phones impact your job. That will be incorporated into the policy. 

The Board held the vote on this pending further review and possible revisions. 
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 8-10 WALDO STREET – 40B ELIGIBILITY 
 
Further discussion and approval of the Board of Selectmen’s response to MassDevelopment’s 
request for comments relative to the application submitted by Chestnut Hill Realty for a  
Project Eligibility Letter to apply for a Comprehensive Permit for 8-10 Waldo Street (a/k/a the 
Waldo-Durgin garages).   

 
Chairman Wishinsky stated that the Planning Department has worked on a draft letter to the 
state agency relating to the proposed 40b at 8-10 Waldo Street. 

He reviewed the letter that captures the comments heard from the public and this Board. The 
tone of the letter is strong and the most strident reflection of the nature of the proposal. The 
Town has asked the State to deny this application. The letter reflects the massing, height, 
shadow effects, traffic impacts and most notably it fails to meet the guidelines that honor 40b 
affordable housing efforts.  

Selectman Daly noted that these are proposed high end luxury apartments and the developer is 
requesting the use of public funds associated with an affordable housing program; this is a 
great concern. It was also noted that the rental rates of this development would impact the 
market rates in the area, causing a real concern for affordable housing in the community. 

Selectman Greene addressed the use of the adverb “outrageously”, he feels the letter would be 
more persuasive if just presenting the facts and not an opinion. Selectman Daly disagreed; she 
feels this letter need to express their strong objections to this application. 

It was decided to replace “outrageously” with “highly”.  

The Board offered some revised language, and Planning Director Alison Steinfeld will revise 
the letter. 

On motion it was, 

Voted to approve the letter to MassDevelopment as amended and authorize the Chair to sign it 
on behalf of the Board if all the Selectmen are unable to sign it. 

Aye: Neil Wishinsky, Nancy Daly, Benjamin J. Franco, Nancy Heller, Bernard Greene 

 
 SANCTUARY CITY 
 
Discussion of a Statement regarding the Town of Brookline’s Status as a Sanctuary Town. 

 
Chairman Wishinsky stated that there was a discussion last week with two competing 
versions of the statement.  Selectmen Greene and Franco submitted a statement for 
consideration. The approved statement will be presented to the Diversity, Inclusion and 
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Community Relations Committee for review and input.  

Selectman Greene read the statement.  

The Board made some slight edits to the statement. 

Selectman Franco stated that he is proud of this statement that not only reflects the 
Town’s position in terms of a Sanctuary Town status, but incorporates some subsistent 
measures into it, and adds some policy.  

Selectman Heller thanked Selectman Greene and Franco for putting this together for the 
Town. 

On motion it was, 

Voted to approve the following statement regarding the Town of Brookline’s Status as a 
Sanctuary Town. 

 STATEMENT OF THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN - February 7, 2017 

The Brookline Board of Selectmen is deeply concerned by the Trump Administration’s 
recent statements and executive orders on immigration policy.  While this Board, along 
with the rest of the world, continues to try to understand the implications of the 
administration’s unprecedented actions, we wish to reaffirm certain guiding moral 
principles that this Board believes Brookline values as they relate to the people who 
have been targeted by the President’s executive orders, which includes our commitment 
to providing welcome and sanctuary to all Brookline residents and visitors, regardless of 
immigration status.  

Because of these principles, Brookline’s Board of Selectmen strives to protect the safety 
and well-being of all Brookline residents and visitors, regardless of immigration status, 
by supporting the health, mental health, well-being, safe haven, and sanctuary of 
refugees and immigrants, whether documented or not.  We believe the actions of the 
Trump Administration in targeting and denigrating immigrants and refugees has created 
an atmosphere of fear and hatred in the country and, potentially, in Brookline.  We also 
believe that an attack on one group will lead to attacks on other groups, as the increased 
incidence of anti-Semitic attacks in Massachusetts illustrates, and that attacks on 
immigrants, refugees, and other groups must be resisted and combated by all legal 
means.  

We further reaffirm our support for the sentiments expressed in Town Meeting’s 
Warrant Article 24 voted at the November, 1985 Town Meeting and Warrant Article 26 
voted at the November 2006 Town Meeting concerning safe sanctuary in Brookline for 
immigrants and refugees from all countries regardless of their immigration status. 

In addition, the Town will respect the status of those who are lawful Permanent 
Residents and Visa holders. 
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The recent developments in Washington portend overreaching enforcement of existing 
immigration laws that threaten to violate the Constitution and the laws of the United 
States, including international treaties respecting immigrants and refugees that are a part 
of United States Federal law, and undoubtedly in violation of long established American 
moral principles. The likely aggressiveness of the new administration’s actions is 
evidenced by its threat to commandeer local police forces to perform immigration status 
checks and enforce immigration laws that are solely the responsibility of the Federal 
government.  In response to these developments:  

• The Board of Selectmen has initiated a review of the Police Department’s policies as 
they relate to responding to varying types of requests for assistance by U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement.  The Board has elected to solicit the input of the Town’s 
Commission on Diversity, Inclusion and Community Relations by asking the 
Commission to review the current policies and to recommend any changes it believes 
are warranted, especially changes related to the police department’s interactions with 
immigrants and refugees.   

• Town services and resources will be made available to provide for the health, mental 
health, education, shelter, sustenance, and well-being of all of our residents and visitors, 
including immigrants, irrespective of their legal status, and refugees; no actions against 
any person within the Town of Brookline shall be based solely on that person’s status as 
an immigrant or refugee; and no Town employee shall ask for information on the 
immigration status of any person unless reasonably necessary for the provision of 
services by Town employees.   

• The Board of Selectmen directs Town Counsel to work with other towns and cities and 
the State Attorney General to develop legal strategies and measures to protect Town 
actions and to defend against any punitive measures undertaken by the Federal 
government against state and local governmental entities. 

• The Board of Selectmen further requests that Brookline civil society, including houses 
of worship, service organizations, political entities, nonprofit organizations, educational 
institutions, and individuals (1) learn about, (2) provide support, welcome, safe haven, 
and sanctuary to, and (3) help integrate into the fabric of our community, all resident or 
visiting immigrants, irrespective of their legal status, and all refugees.  

Aye: Neil Wishinsky, Nancy Daly, Benjamin J. Franco, Nancy Heller, Bernard Greene  

 
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS - APPOINTMENTS 
 
The following candidates for appointment/reappointment to the following Boards and 
Commissions: 

 
Board of Assessors 
Planning Board 
Transportation Board 
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Board of Assessors 

On motion it was, 

Voted to reappoint Gary McCabe to the Board of Assessors for a term ending August 
31, 2019 or until a successor can be appointed. 

 
Planning Board              

 
There was a tie vote; this vote was held for further review. 
 
 
Transportation Board 
 
On motion it was, 
 
Voted to appoint Jonathan Kapust to the Transportation Board for a term ending August 31, 2019 
or until a successor can be appointed. 
 
There being no further business, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 9:10 p.m. 
 
ATTEST 
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DRAFT ONLY 2/9 for Brookline Board of Selectmen meeting 2/14 

Climate Week 2017: Turning Point 

What Is Climate Week?  

Now in its 7th year, Climate Week is a series of events focused on climate education and action. Climate 

Week is produced by Climate Action Brookline with community partners, organizations, businesses and 

individuals.  We invite citizens of all ages to learn and engage in personal, local, state, national, and 

global actions.  

Website and Contact 

www.climateweek2017.org for updates and information info@climateactionbrookline.org   

Details  

FREE: All events are free and open to the public. WEATHER: events are held rain or shine unless the 

town declares a weather emergency or cancellation by event organizer 

About Climate Action Brookline (CAB) 

CAB is a 501c3 that advocates for drawing down carbon emissions, breaking free from fossil fuels and 

growing clean energy.  We partner with citizens and advocacy groups to build the climate movement all 

year long. CAB is a member of Massachusetts Climate Action Network and MA Power Forward, a 

statewide climate coalition. Sign up for our newsletter and see our meetings and events schedules at 

www.climateactionbrookline.org  

MONDAY, MARCH 27 

Tactics and Strategy in Urban Design: Responses to Climate Change 

Russell Preston, Founder of Principle Group; Board member Congress for the New Urbanism 

6:15–8pm 

As a designer and urbanist since 1999 and contributor to Tactical Urbanism guides, Russell Preston will 

discuss the book, Tactical Urbanism: Short-Term Action for Long-Term Change by Michael Lydon and 

Tony Garcia. Tactical urbanism is an approach whereby quick, low-cost, creative community-based 

projects can to lead to public and government support for permanent inspiring projects that improve 

urban living and promotes action from the bottom up when strategies and policies from the top move 

too slowly. How this and other urban approaches can be applied to climate change will be compared. 

Main Library, 361 Washington St., Brookline, Hunneman Hall, 2nd floor 
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TUESDAY, MARCH 28 

Climate Café 2017: Finding Your Place in the Climate Movement 

Anne Goodwin, Leadership Team, Mothers Out Front Massachusetts; Ben Hellerstein, State Director, 

Environment Massachusetts 

6:30–7pm refreshments; 7-8:30pm program  

Do you think about working for climate service and justice but want to know how to get started or 

continue to engage given what we now face?  Climate leaders Anne Goodwin and Ben Hellerstein 

present TED talk style presentations about their own personal journeys into the climate 

movement.  Following the presentations we will break into small groups and explore ways to deepen 

our commitment to address climate change personally and in society.  

Temple Sinai, 50 Sewall Ave., Brookline, Ehrenfried Hall 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29  

Activism in Massachusetts Cities and Town: What’s Happening?  

Moderator: Carol Oldham, Exec. Dir. Mass Climate Action Network Presenters: Werner Lohe, Co-Chair 

Brookline Selectmen’s Climate Action Committee; Dr. Nathan Phillips, Professor, Earth and Environment, 

Boston University; Audrey Shulman, founder of HEET; (TBD . City of Somerville Planning Department)  

7–9pm  

Local climate initiatives are the roots of broader political action. Gas pipeline leaks are mobilizing active 

citizens at the town level across the Commonwealth. Hear about what is being done to identify and 

mitigate the worst gas leaks. Learn about townwide net zero goals being applied to schools and 

individual buildings. Find out how Somerville incorporated climate change into urban planning. Discover 

how these efforts came to be and what level of success has been achieved. Discuss in group sessions 

how you can contribute to that effort. 

All Saints Parish, 1773 Beacon St., Brookline, Entry via Parish House door via courtyard to the right 

THURSDAY, MARCH 30 

Fighting For Climate at the Massachusetts Statehouse 

Will Massachusetts Lead the Nation?  

Moderator: Claire Miller, MA Power Forward & Lead Community Organizer, Toxics Action Center 

Presenters:  Senator James Eldridge, Becky Smith, MA Power Forward & MA Campaigns Director Clean 

Water Action; Serafina Zeringo, Research Director for the Joint Committee on Environment, Natural 

Resources, and Agriculture (other presenters need confirmation)  
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6pm, refreshments; 6:30-8pm program 

We can affect our state’s energy outcomes for years to come by working for an impactful 2017.  Find out 

how statehouse legislative leaders, staff, and citizen groups are fighting for this year’s climate bills. What 

are the bills? What has worked so far and why? What can we do right now? Learn how to apply tools to 

power Massachusetts and the nation forward.  Help keep our state in the forefront of climate action.   

State House, 24 Beacon Street, Boston, MA (House Meeting Room location needs confirmation) 

FRIDAY, MARCH 31   

Broadening the Outlook – Two Views on Screen: Where To Invade Next and Time To Choose 

Abridged versions of films by Michael Moore and Charles Ferguson  

6:30–8:30pm  

Michael Moore goes on a European invasion, looking for ideas that he can steal and bring back home. 

He finds social norms in foreign cultures that would seem bizarre and unworkable to Americans but 

which have American roots. The contrasts are entertaining, but also raise moral questions and challenge 

U. S. social norms. Time to Choose points to the role of  technology in stopping climate change. But is a 

transformation in American life style, western values, and sense of community not also required? 

Discuss the messages in these two films. 

United Parish, 15 Marion St., Brookline, Willett Hall 

SATURDAY, APRIL 1  

(Brookline Bike Ride)  

(John Dempsey, morning ride needs confirmation) 

3R DEPOT 

Pitch in to Reduce Reuse and Recycle! Education, action and fun for the whole family!  

10am-2pm 

LEARN ABOUT: the new Pay as You Throw trash program, bike safely in Brookline, progress in fixing gas 

leaks, emergency preparedness and more SHARE: recycle your cell phones, eyeglasses, soda pull tabs. 

PICK UP: used sports gear at the Annual Sports Gear Exchange LISTEN: The library’s Book Bike and story 

hours, entertainment by Music Out Front.  MAKE ART:  Brookline Arts Center recycled materials event 

EAT: at the Carbon Cafe and learn about the hidden environmental costs of your food. TRY OUT: drive an 

electric car (bring your driver’s license). DONATE:  old bicycles to Bikes Not Bombs. BRING: paper for 

shredding $5/box. Unfortunately, no styrofoam collection this year.  

8. -  3



Pierce School and Town Hall Parking Lot , Pierce St and 50 School St. entrances 

YOUTH CLIMATE ADAPTATION CHALLENGE: An Art and Science Fair 

11am – 2pm 

Join budding scientists, artists, and performers as they step up to the challenges brought about by 

climate change using nature inspired innovation in art and science.  Brookline students from K-12 crank 

up their creativity to address problems of our changing climate using biomimicry, eco-art, and more. You 

be the judge! 

Pierce School Cafeteria and Auditorium,  entrances from both Pierce St and 50 School St., Brookline 

YOUTH IN ACTION: Advocating For Their Future 

Moderator: Emily Kirkland, Director of Organizing for 350MA  

2:30pm – 4:30pm 

Teens have been advocating for climate change action and getting standing ovations all over the 

country.  A short video of work from many corners of the United States along with the work of local teen 

activists will be followed by an audience-participation discussion. (Suggested Ages: 8-18)  

Pierce School, Pierce St and 50 School St. entrances, Brookline; Auditorium 

SUNDAY, APRIL 2  

The Muddy River Project: Phase 2 in Brookline 

Fran Gershwin, Chair Muddy River Restoration Project Maintenance and Management Oversight 

Committee 

10:00 -11:30am 

A walk led by Fran Gershwin, chair, Muddy River Restoration Project Maintenance and Management 

Oversight Committee (MMOC), will start at the Longwood T Station, and follow the Brookline side of the 

Riverway to Leverett Pond in Olmsted Park.  The focus will be on Brookline features of Phase 2 of the 

project and current project status.  The event will end with refreshments in the lobby of the Brook 

House, 33 Pond Avenue, provided by the Friends of the Muddy River. 

Meet at Longwood T Station on the D Green Line, Chapel Street near Longwood Ave., Brookline  

Nature Walk at D. Blakely Hoar Sanctuary 

Alex Cassie, Brookline Park Ranger  

12-1:00 pm  
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Join Brookline Park Ranger Alex Cassie for a guided walk through D Blakely Hoar Sanctuary, one of three 

nature sanctuaries in Brookline. The sanctuary showcases a wetland environment and unique rock 

formations and is home to a diverse population of plants and animals.  This easy-pace walk through a 

picturesque New England ecosystem offers insight into how climate change can affect our local natural 

areas.  Walk will be held rain, snow or shine, so please dress accordingly.   

(to be decided - Meet at Gerry Road Entrance behind the Baker School , Brookline) 

http://www.brooklinema.gov/1050/D-Blakeley-Hoar-Sanctuary  

 

The New Era of Planet History: The Place of Science, Fossil Fuels and Clean 

Energy in Times Ahead 

Moderator: Eugenia Gibbons, Clean Energy Director of Mass Energy; Presenters: Seth Itzkan and Karl 

Thidemann, Co-Founders Soil4Climate; Liz Stanton, Consultant and Global Development & Environment 

Institute,Tufts University; Sue Reid, Vice President Climate & Energy Programs of Ceres 

2pm refreshments; 2:30-4pm program 

Human behavior has so impacted our global ecology and climate that scientists have declared we are in 

a new era of planet history.  What do we know about the new era?  What can we do given the politics 

our nation faces? This forum highlights essential actions to change the zeitgeist.  Break out into small 

group discussions following the presentations.    

Town Hall, 333 Washington Street, Brookline, Room 103 

 

Climate Week Related Exhibits 

Mothers Out Front Brookline, Rena Sokolow, Sybil Senters, 

 

Thanks to Climate Week 2017 Organizations and Committees 

All Saint’s Parish Church 

Bikes not Bombs 

Brookline Arts Center 

Brookline Bank 
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Brookline Booksmith 

Brookline Bicycle Advisory Committee 

Brookline Board of Selectmen 

Brookline Building Department 

Brookline Department of Public Health 

Brookline Department of Public Works 

Brookline Parks and Open Space 

Brookline Public Library 

Brookline Public Transportation Advisory Committee 

Brookline Recreation 

Brookline Schools 

Brookline Senior Center 

Climate Action Brookline 

Friends of the Muddy River 

League of Women Voters  

MA Power Forward 

Mass Climate Action Network 

Mass Energy Consumers Alliance 

Mothers Out Front Brookline 

Pierce School 

Selectmen’s Climate Action Committee 

State Representative Frank Smizik and staff 

Temple Sinai 

United Parish Church 

And special thanks to dozens of dedicated individuals, organizers and volunteers 

for your planning and skills  
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Please join in Climate Week 

On behalf of Climate Action Brookline 

Climate Week 2017 Steering Committee Michael Berger, Mary Dewart, Pat Maher, David Pantalone 
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Planning Board 

(As of 2/7/17) 

 

MEMBERS: 

 

Linda Hamlin, Chair………..….Term expires 2018 

 

Robert Cook………………….…..Term expires 2017 

 

Mark J. Zarrillo……………..…..Term expires 2017 

 

Blair Hines…………………….….Term expires 2019 

 

Matthew Oudens……………..Term expires 2019 

 

Steven Heikin………….….…...Term expires 2020   

 

Sergio Modigliani………….….Term expired 2016 (not seeking reappointment) 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Available Seats:  1 

 

Recent Activity: 

 

Susie Roberts (Interviewed on 10/18/16) 

Ben Olson (Interviewed on 12/13/16) 

Alan Mountjoy (Interviewed on 1/31/17) 
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	AGENDA
	1. OPEN SESSION
	Question of whether the Board of Selectmen shall enter into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing litigation strategies in the matter of Prentice Pilotand Estifanos Zerai-Misgun v. the Town of Brookline et, al.

	2. PROPOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION

LITIGATION
	For the purpose of discussing litigation strategies in the matter of Prentice Pilotand Estifanos Zerai-Misgun v. the Town of Brookline et, al.

	3. ANNOUNCEMENTS/UPDATES
	Selectmen to announce recent and/or upcoming Events of Community Interest.

	4. PUBLIC COMMENT
	Public Comment period for citizens who requested to speak to the Board regarding Town issues not on the Calendar.

Up to fifteen minutes for public comment on matters not appearing on this Calendar shall be scheduled each meeting. Persons wishing to speak may sign up in advance beginning on the Friday preceding the meeting or may sign up in person at the meeting. Speakers will be taken up in the order they sign up. Advance registration is available by calling the Selectmen’s office at 617-730-2211 or by e-mail at sorsini@brooklinema.gov. The full Policy on Public Comment is available at http://www.brooklinema.gov/376/Meeting-Policies

	5. MISCELLANEOUS
	A. Question of approving the minutes of February 7, 2017.
	[2.7 minutes.pdf]

	B. Question of granting a Temporary Wine and Malt Alcoholic Beverages Sales License to Olive Connection for a Cooking Class being held from 6pm-8pm on Thursday, March 9, 2017 at 1426 Beacon Street.
	[21417 1426 beacon st_201702081345.pdf]


	6. CALENDAR
	Review and potential vote on Calendar Items

	7. NATIONAL GRID GAS LINE LEAK PILOT
	[2.14.17 National Grid Gas Leak Pilot.pdf]
	Question of approval of participation of pilot program conducted by National Grid to test and correct certain gas line leaks in the public way.

	8. CLIMATE ACTION WEEK
	[2.14.17 Climate Week.pdf]
	Members of the Climate Action Brookline will appear to present information about Brookline Climate Week which will take place from March 27-April 2, 2017.

	9. NOISE BY-LAW WAIVER

PUBLIC HEARING
	[2.14.17 NationalGrid Waiver.pdf]
	Public Hearing on the request of National Grid for a Waiver of the Noise By-Law in connection with a Reliability Project of the company’s gas infrastructure on Beacon Street.

	10. BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS - INTERVIEWS
	The following candidates for appointment/reappointment to Boards and Commissions will appear for interview:



Solid Waste Advisory Committee

Mary Litterst

John Shreffler

	11. ANNUAL TOWN ELECTION
	[2.14.17 AnnualTownElection.pdf]
	Question of authorizing the appearance of certain offices on the May 2, 2017Annual Town Election Ballot.

	12. FY2018 FINANCIAL PLAN
	[2.14 budgetpp_201702151536.pdf]
	Town Administrator Melvin A. Kleckner and Deputy Town Administrator Melissa Goff will present the FY2018 Financial Plan.

	13. BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS - APPOINTMENTS
	[2.7.17 planning b summary.pdf]
	Question of making an appointment to the Planning Board.


